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The birds in my backyard are convinced that spring is already here. Ever
morning when | go out they are singing their hearts out. The bluebirds ar@ M&rch 3rd o

getting my earthwornds which | do not like one bit! March 20 will be here § DCMGA Meeting

very soon and the birds will have their head start on nesting and new famplies

with this weather. On another positive note, if | can count the months of de-

lions, then | have met every gar &iﬁoeprr%'?mgjpkeam
blooming plants in my yard. The daffodils and jonquils are out and today fhé:00 p.m. Speaker -
tulip trees are blooming. Linda Kruntz

Q)

Schuppener
If you have not been to Gibbs Gardens in Ball Ground, Georgia, then youlhave
missed a true American destination garden. Two years ago, | joined theirfdart . Jul i anos

den, and visited it five times that year. They have an earlyseadon, and
late display of daffodils that sweeps across hills under groves of trees. It
truly a remarkable sight. The display begins in March, so now is the time
make plans for visiting. From th
100 different varieties, ranging in color from primresslow to yellow, saf-
fron, gold, orange, blush pink, white and cream. Plan to visit every few wi
from early March to mieApril to fully appreciate the early, mid and late

Y

bl ooming selections. 0 Some of my
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The winter scape is also nice to see. | found the Japanese garden to be
breatht a ki ng. That special garden i
graphed that garden by moving around the lakes and taking a photo eve
feet. Each position shows a different beautiful arrangement. The change
textures of the garden plants and rocks are magnificent. In planning the
nese Garden, Mr. Gibbs spent months in Japan studying their gardens.
personally selected and sited each rock and plant in his Japanese Gard
my favorite part of Gibbs Gardens, but each part is lovely.

Their web address [sitp://www.gibbsgardens.conGo take a look at their
pictures. You will want to see the gardens in person.

T¥esday 10:00a.m. 7
ant A Row vegetable
afden workdays; be-
hire Selman Drive Li-
brary; the garden is
beautiful and we need
YOU! Contact Paul
Beggs or Marjorie
Stars€l Y ICdme tol Wobk!

or bring your pro-
Work on both the vegetable garden and on plants for our greenhouse salgeWwilke donation 9 it will
be in full throttle soon. Start checking all the emerging plants from your yan e delivered to one of 5
to see what you can dig up to share for the plant sale. This is our only fu _profit

raiser, except for the gloves, each year. More funds mean better gardeni é]l(l]ln RIS,
formation and displays for our county.

Thanks for your votes last month on the December dinner. We have sec
Atl antads Finest Catering for ou
December. Further details will be provided as we approach that meeting.

In order to encourage better record keeping of the hours the DCMG folks ac-
crue, there will be a gift card draw for all DCMG folks who have entered a
minimum of 25 hours by the end of June. This is the-yedir mark and seems
like a fitting time to catch those hours up in the state database.

See you at the March meeting

Melanie
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Linda Krontz Schuppener, born a country girl in : A
southern Florida, has cal |l i |Count vy,
for nearly 40 years. She received her college degree fror :
Mercer Unlversny |n 1996, with a Criminal Justice major L

Addie (2), and her newest granddaughter, Emery (6 mon

She joined the American Rose Society and the Gré&&
Atlanta Rose Society in 1999, hoping to benefit from the advice and experience of the ro-
sarians of the Society. To further her education and knowledge of rose growing, she be-
came a Consulting Rosarian with the American Rose Society in 2003, and a Master Ro-
sarian in 2014. She is also a member of the
| ove addiction she has for growing Americaos
to more than 150 varieties of roses in her rose garden. In addition to growing and exhibiting
roses, Linda has focused for the last 12 years on her rose hybridizing program, hoping one
day to market a rose created in her own garden.

She enjoys her membership in the Town & Country Garden Club, especially the fel-
lowship with other gardeners who enjoy plants and flowers of all kinds. She has a love for
propagating plants and likes to share them with members of the Club. Participation in the
annual Hydrangea Festival and the Lighted Ve
she looks forward to every year.

Besides loving roses and plants, Linda maintains a little menagerie and egg ranch in
Winston, consisting of 60+ laying hens, two alpaca (Marshmallow Man and Paco) and a
recently rescued nanny goat from the Douglas County Animal Shelter. Mark thought of the
perfect name for the new addition to the farrilff Baaa Nana! 0 There is
never a dull moment around the farm.

She wishes to extend a special thank to her husband, Mark,
making all her rose growing and egg ranch dreams come true. Wil
him, the beautiful raised beds and the accomplishment of the multi
of tasks involved in maintaining the roses, menagerie and egg ranc
would have never come true.
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Observations from tB&AC BFG

The CAC Butterfly Garden Committee wondered if the butterflies
went to sleep in winter too. So with a little research, the help of

Google and an informative article
we found the following information most interesting. We thought
you would enjoy it tooeéeé

“1wonder if snow loves the trees and fields. ..
It covers them up snug, you know, with a
white quilt; and perhaps it says,

Goto sleep, darlings,
till the summer comes again. ”
~ LEWIS CARROLL
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Where Do Butterflies Go in the Winter

Adults: Butterflies that remain in cold -winter areas as adults find safe places
to rest, like cracks in rocks or tree bark, and enter a state known asdiapause.
This is essentially a kind of hibernation for bugs, where butterflies shut down

all their non -essential systems like reproduction and slow their metabolism
dramatically. Special chemicals in their bodies work as anti-freeze, and the but-
terfly remains dormant until warmer weather arrives.

L3 34

Caterpillar : Other species spend the winter as caterpillars, buried deep in leaf
litter or soil or rolled into a shelter of leaves. They also enter a state of dia-
pause. I n the spring, these caterpi
have begun growing, so many of them use earlyspring wildflowers or budding
tree leaves as hosts.

KX KLLR

rs donot

Chrysalis: Butterflies who spend the winter in chrysalis find a sheltered place
like overhangs or deep shrubbery. The chrysalis, like the adult and caterpillar,
stops development over the winter months and contains special chemicals to
keep from freezing. When the warmer weather returns and the days lengthen,
development resumes in the chrysalis and the adult butterfly emerges in time
for fresh blooms on nectar plants.

Egg: Perhaps the most vulnerable species are those who spend the winter as
eggs, usually laid in late fall in the leaf litter at the base of the host plant. These
eggs will hatch in the spring when the host plant has put on new growth.

Migrate or Move South: Any butterfly that is unable to withstand freezing
temperatures in at least one part of its life cycle must move south for the win-
ter. Some do so in spectacular long migrations, like monarchs, while others
simply shift their populations to the southern part of their range.

Information provided in article in Birds & Blooms magazine written by  Jill Sta-
ake. Read more:http://www.birdsandblooms.com/blog/butterflies  -in winter/
#ixzz3y7HOxU2s

The plants in the garden that will bring butterflies back in the spring such as
Lantana, Fennel, Baptist and others are just waiting, like we are, to wel-
come them back!

WIEROWOWOIOUOWOWOWOIONONCW
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Congratulations to Judy Cole, one of two Douglas County Mas-

ter Gardener Association members who
Master Gardeners of the Year . 6 Judy
Gardener training in 2005. She served as President in 2006

and as treasurer in 2007. Judy worked to help build the

groupbs greenhouse in her early years
She has continued to work at the greenhouse and plant sale

since that time. In addition, she has assisted with providing

the food for the workers the day of the plant sale as well as for

the O6Nature Trail 6 workdays. For the
has published the monthly newsletter for the group entitled

the 6D C Dirté. She has also particip:
tival by creating and entering wheelbarrows each year for that

event. For all Judy's valuable contributions through the years,

she deserves to have been chosen to share the designation of

the Master Gardener of the Year status for 2015, along with

fellow Master Gardener Connie Christenson.

Master Gardeners of the Year

Congratulations to Connie Christenson, one of two
Douglas County Master Gardener Association members
who were named '2015 Master Gardeners of the Year.'
Connie completed her Master Gardener training in 2012
and immediately set to work volunteering with several
projects. She assists with the Nature Trail workdays and
contributes plants to be added to the trail. She also
works at the greenhouse each year helping ready plants
for the plant sale. In addition, she contributes many
plants to the sale. Connie has volunteered to help main-
tain the beloved Children's Garden at the Douglas
County Library. Adults and children alike delight in the
garden's charm and diversity, offering color and floral
interest throughout the year. Connie is actively involved
in the Hydrangea Festival and in 2015, she chaired the
‘wheelbarrow display' at the Old Courthouse. Connie
submitted several wheelbarrows to the display; and, at
the same time, contributed scarecrows to the scarecrow
display at the vegetable garden. Connie will always help
when asked. For all her valuable contributions through
the years, she deserves to have been chosen to share the
designation of the Master Gardener of the Year status for
2015, along with fellow Master Gardener Judy Cole.
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DOUGLAS COUNTY MASTER GARDENER
GENERAL MEETING
FEBRUARY 4, 2016

The regular monthly meeting was called to order by President Melanie Cardell at 7:00PM.
She welcomed members and guests.

MOTION: Marjorie Stansel, to approve minutes for January 2016. Seconded by Earl
Cosgrove. Motion passed.

Treasurer: Linda Nunez -January 31, 2016 beginning balance 11-16 of $10,173.74 income
$110.007 expenses of $209.65 leaving a balance 131-16 of $10,074.09.

President Cardell gave a summation of the survey for program topics which were given to
Karen Flagg. Karen Flagg announced the scheduled programs so far. March will be Roses
by Linda Scuppener, April is Katy Aja on Companion Planting and April will be Mike

Brantley on Horticulture for the Hydrangea Festival.

Marjorie Stansel presented Connie Christenson with a Master Gardener of the Year 2015
plague. She and Judy Cole each share this honor for 2015. Ms. Stansel also presented Er-
deene Britt with Best New Project 2015 plaque.

Kevin Livingston announced an Advanced Education Garden Seminar for March 11", You
must be registered. He also announced several garden seminars (series of four) on Feb. 29
and March 11, On March 29-31, he will be presenting a Pizza Farm at the State Farmers
Market. This is for school children to see the food types going into the making of Pizza. West
Georgia Green is offering a professional Pruning seminar on Feb. 18 from 5:30 to 8:30pm.

Mr. Livingston acknowledged Jim Kirkwood for 35years, Karen Flagg and Mellie Boykin for
15years, Leon Ballentine and Judy Cole for 10 years as Master Gardeners. Jane Belk and
Denine Rogers were given their 5 year tag. Marjorie Stansel and Linda Nunez were acknowl-
edged for serving on the Board of the Georgia Master Gardener Association as President and
Treasurer respectively. We will be helping host the state conference in Carroll County Exten-
sion on Sept 30h thru Oct. 1st.

Marjorie Stansel reminded us that the MG Project Grants of $500 due March 15t were to be
to the District Directors by March 1 st

Committee Reports:

A request for new committee chair for the Greenhouse was made. Connie Christenson and
Marjorie Stansel volunteered to chair. The beginning date depends on weather but it should
be near the first of March.

Peggy Mulcare reported that the Butterfly garden crew were moving plants that are blocking
the pathway. The Children's Garden at the Selman Library have purchased new large pots.
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Sherry reported that the Hydrangea Festival wheelbarrow could be in any container as long

as it doesn't leak. Connie Christenson will co-chair this event. Please consider participating.

The theme is fiAmerica The Beautiful o. Pat FIlicki
show. This will be before the flower show day. Beverly Smith is chairing the scarecrow

event. The signup sheet will be available in March.

Marjorie Stansel reported on the Nature Trail. Rain has hindered work on the trail.

Marilynn Parker reported that the bees at the MG garden are being supplement fed.

Earl Cosgrove announced that the West Georgia Beekeepers Association is offering a Basic
Beekeeping course on March 3.

MOTION: Marjorie Stansel, to hold our December 1st Christmas Party at Atlanta's Finest.
Seconded by Earl Cosgrove. Motion Passed.

The award for Volunteering 100 hours or more was a $25 Lowe's Gift card was won by
Marilynn Parker.

Leon Ballentine won the Baker Seed Catalog.

A John F. Kennedy white Rose was won by Betty Cosgrove.
A Intrigue plum color Rose was won by Glynda Wood.
MOTION: Beverly Smith to Adjourn.

Program: Karen Flagg introduced Paula Vector, a fiber artist on Early Georgia Agriculture
in Georgia.

Marilynn Parker
Secretary
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Dates to remember:

March 19 will be Georgia Master Gardener Day!
May 7 Plant Sale

June 3 T 5 Penny McHenry Hydrangea Festival
September 30 and October 1 are the dates of
the 2016 Annual GMGA Conference in Carrollton.
Please plan to attend and urge your members to
attend. More details will follow soon.
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Door Prizes

2016 Officers
President: Melanie Cardell mj_cardell@yahoo.com

Secretary: Marilynn Parker 2nparker@bellsouth.net
Treasurer: Linda Nunez DCMGA .att.net

Vice President: Karen Flagg karen@pathstohealth.com

Other contact persons:
Newsletter: Judy Cole  colerj@att.net

Communications: Genie Gordon Geniego@bellsouth.net

Webmaster: Fred Finch fred@fredricfinch.com
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