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Letter from the President 

 

 In late August, I presented a Fall Vegetable Gardening pro-

gram at the Douglas County Library.  We had 23 attendees!  We 

talked about using a crop cover to help deter flea and bean beetles 

on turnip greens, kale and collards, and Greg and Mahlon con-

structed a system for holding the crop cover over our turnip greens.  

Above, youôll see how healthy-looking the turnip greens turned 

out.  The bean beetles have been voracious this year, eating our 

green beans, squash and collards as fast as we can plant them.  We 

have 5 flats of cabbages planted (one of which was a gift from the 

Bonnie Plants representativeðthanks to Beverly Smith). 

 

 The sweet potatoes have matured earlier this year than last, 

and our garden helpers have been doing a gradual dig.  Thus far, we have 384 lbs. donated, others 

waiting in the shed, and still digging.   We have taken down our pole beansðdonôt know what the 

bean beetles will eat now, but they seem to like collards!  As of September 26, we had donated 3,552 

lbs. of vegetables to local charities. 

 

 Thanks to 2014 Trainee Charlotte Thompson for making the Nature Trail one of her projects.  

Charlotte is working to eradicate poison ivy, kudzu, and privet, among other things.  She is on the trail 

routinely, so this seemed a natural fit. 

 

 I did take a vacation this month, traveling with my husband, Leon, to Wisconsin, Minnesota 

and North Dakota.  In the late 90ôs, we set a goal to play golf in all 

50 states.  We finished our 50th state in Wisconsin (51 degrees) in 

early September.  I also got to see what a Sugar Beet field looks 

like and learn about harvesting and processing methods.  Of 

course, I had some Wisconsin cheese too. 

 

 I have finally begun entering my own MGEV hours into 

the new MGLog system.  It is pretty easy to do, but it is time con-

suming when you donôt do it each day.  If you have not yet 

learned, go see Jan Hooten at the Extension Office, and sheôll help 

you get started. 

 

 The GMGA Conference begins in Savannah October 3-4, 

so I am busy planning both a membership meeting and a Board 

meeting at the same time.  Sherry Beggs will handle the local 

meeting while I am gone, so please help Sherry make the meeting 

move quickly and efficiently. 

 

 Wish me luck in Savannah! 

  

Marjorie Stansel 

  

Oct 2nd ς DCMGA Meeting  
6:30 P.M.  Pot-luck 
7:00 P.M. Speaker 
{ǘΦ WǳƭƛŀƴΩǎ 9ǇƛǎŎƻǇŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ 
5400 Stewart Mill Road, Doug-
lasville, GA  www.dcdirt.org  
  
Tuesdays and Fridays at 9:00 
a.m. ς Plant A Row vegetable 
garden workdays; behind Sel-
man Drive Library; the garden 
is beautiful and we need YOU! 
Contact Paul Beggs or Marjorie 
Stansel.  Come to work, or 
bring your produce dona-
tionτit will be delivered to 
one of 5 non-profits. 
  
  

http://dcdirt.org/
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One of our favorite guest speakers, Gail Woody, is returning as 

the speaker for our October 2nd meeting.   

 

Her topic will be ñNative Plants, Critical Native Habitat for Pol-

linatorsò.  

 

Native plants are Gail`s passion. Her property, which is full of 

native plants and trees, is a qualified wildlife habitat and is certi-

fied as a monarch way station.  

 

Gail is a Carroll County Master Gardener, a certified arborist, a 

member of Georgia Native Plant Society, West Georgia Green 

Association, the Little Tallapoosa Garden Club, the Environ-

mental Education Alliance and Monarchs Across Georgiaò. 

Marjorie in a sugar beet field in North Dakota; the other is a 
shot of  her last putt on the 18th hole at Albion Ridges in An-
nandale, MN.    Minnesota was the last of  the 50 states in which 
Leon and Marjorie have played golf.  
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Observations from the CAC  BFG  

2010 was a banner year for me.  I no longer worked in the corporate world, 
turned 60, could still get around pretty well, had no need to wear my name and 
address pinned to my shirt, and I became a Master Gardener. 

 
As it is with many new MGôs I wanted to be involved in ALL the projects.  How-
ever, when a call went out with the opportunity to weed at the CAC Butterfly 
Garden I found a niche for enjoyment in which I felt confidently qualified.  Here 
I am today, four years later, still weeding.  Perhaps I was a tad mistaken about 
the qualified piece. 

 
As it turns out, I am not alone in my affection for weeding. There are countless others. Weeding Therapy 
is quietly being practiced around the globe.  It happens on apartment balconies and around swimming 
pool patios, in our private and secret gardens, and in public places like our very own Community Vegeta-
ble Garden.  Everywhere people elect to spend hours bending over, getting down on their knees, or sit-
ting right on the ground.  There are countless websites and blogs heralding the benefits of this most 
mundane task.  It actually has applications in bonafide physical and emotional therapeutic practices. 

 
Just between you and me, I have actually witnessed two of the gardenôs most devoted volunteers, Peggy 
Mulcare and Sharon Morton (photo) engaging in the practice.  Sharon can clear any bed of all weeds, 
ñéquicker than a Southerner can say kudzuò.  And, sweet Peggy actually sits on the ground, hiding 
amongst the hydrangeas, ripping out violets by their roots, and gleefully tossing away the lifeless car-
casses. 

 
Ridding our gardens of invasive weeds is a loving act of vigilance.  Whether you battle the demons of 
early childhood, henbit and chickweed, seed catapulting bittercress, silently spreading spurge, violets or 
mulberry weed (photo) always remember you are not fighting alone.  You are part of a massive move-
ment, far greater than self, silently practicing Garden Therapy. And, the outcome is  
worth the effort. 

 
Warm regards,  
Mary Yount 
On behalf CAC BFG Garden Committee: Kathy Henry, Peggy Mulcare, and Sharon Morton 


